
INTRODUCTION TO



“When you drink a glass of 

wine made from LODI RULES 

certified grapes, you are 

supporting a farmer, a vintner, 

and an entire agricultural 

community that embraces 

their responsibility to care  

for the environment  

and the people.”



Created by California farmers and 
accredited by world-renowned scientists, 
LODI RULES is America’s original sustainable 
winegrowing program. 
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OUR STORY

In 1992, the Lodi Winegrape 
Commission launched a grassroots 
farmer education program whose 
aim was to reduce the amount of 
pesticides used. 

The farmers sought to understand 
the entire vineyard ecosystem, so 
as to both learn and be able to 
teach beneficial practices. 

This grassroots program later 
became the LODI RULES 
sustainable winegrowing 
certification program. LODI 
RULES growers farm in a way that 
meets the needs of today without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to create their own 
livelihoods.
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OUR SUSTAINABILITY STANDARDS: AN OVERVIEW

LODI RULES farmers are guided by a set of over 100 agricultural practices based 
on scientifically sound sustainability. Sustainability means farming in a way that is 
environmentally and socially responsible while also being profitable.

WATER 
We carefully  

manage the quality 
and efficiency of our  
water, appreciating  

every drop.

PEST MANAGEMENT 
We use an integrated 

approach to pest 
management, which 
includes protecting 
beneficial insects  

and minimizing risks  
to birds, bees, water,  

and people.

PEOPLE 
We make sure  

that our vineyards  
are a safe and 

rewarding place  
to work and live.

SOIL 
We do our part  

to make sure that 
soil — the foundation 

of our vineyards — 
thrives for generations 

to come.

QUALITY 
We design  

farming practices  
to improve  
winegrape  

quality.

COMMUNITY 
We support the 
neighborhoods  

and schools  
around our farms.

GENERATIONAL 
FARMING 
We farm  

with the next  
100 years  
in mind.

ECOSYSTEM 
We encourage 
biodiversity and  
act as stewards  

of the land.
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By the Numbers
As of 2020:

• 55,380 certified vineyard 
acres in California, 
Washington, and Israel

• 1,292 vineyards are 
certified sustainable 

• $10 million paid in 
bonuses by wineries to 
LODI RULES farmers

• Hundreds of farmers in 
the program
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What types of wines carry the LODI RULES seal?

There are LODI RULES wines made from 
over 50 grape varieties, so whether your 
passion is red, white, rosé, or sparkling, you 
can find a delicious LODI RULES wine to 
match your style. 

Where can we buy wine with a LODI RULES 
certified green seal?

Wines made from certified sustainable 
grapes can be found across the globe. 
Ask your favorite wine shop or check  
out lodirules.org for a list of wineries  
using the seal.

Where is Lodi, California?

Lodi (pronounced “loh-dye”) is about two 
hours east of San Francisco and 45 minutes 
south of Sacramento, in the San Joaquin 
Valley. Thinking about a visit?  
Check out lodiwine.com for more 
information. Lodi is the proud winner of the 
2015 Wine Enthusiast WINE REGION OF THE 
YEAR Award. 

The LODI RULES program, which originated 
and is headquartered in Lodi, has expanded 
worldwide.

How are certified sustainable grapes different 
from organic?

Farmers of organic grapes follow a set 
of practices related to the environment. 
Certified sustainable farming includes 
practices related to the environment, 
the people, and the business.

FAQs for Wine Lovers

https://www.lodirules.org/
http://lodiwine.com/
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LODI RULES in the News
Lodi Wins 2014 GEELA For Sustainability Efforts, Water & Wastes Digest 
bit.ly/lodi-geela

Lodi leads California wine regions in sustainability, The Press, San Francisco Chronicle 
bit.ly/lodi-press 

Commitment to sustainability is one of the reasons LODI RULES, Recordnet.com 
bit.ly/lodi-recordnet

Your Guide to Sustainable Wine Certifications, Wine Enthusiast 
bit.ly/lodi-wine-enthusiast

Esteemed California Sustainable Winegrowing Program LODI RULES Goes International, 
Wine Industry Advisor Network 
bit.ly/lodi-wine-industry-advisor

How LODI RULES Supports Sustainability and Stewardship, Rockin Red Blog 
bit.ly/lodi-rockinred

https://www.wwdmag.com/lodi-wins-2014-geela-sustainability-efforts
https://thepress.sfchronicle.com/article/lodi-is-californias-wine-region-leading-in-sustainability/
https://www.recordnet.com/news/20190416/commitment-to-sustainability-is-one-of-reasons-lodi-rules
https://www.winemag.com/2018/12/11/sustainable-wine-certification-guide/
https://wineindustryadvisor.com/2018/01/18/sustainable-winegrowing-lodi-rules-international
https://rockinredblog.com/2017/04/21/how-lodi-rules-supports-sustainability-and-stewardship/


Lodi Winegrape Commission

lodirules.org

2545 West Turner Road
Lodi, California 95242

http://lodirules.org

