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This year has been a challenge for all of us on a personal and professional level. The ongoing COVID-
related shutdowns have profoundly impacted how we live and conduct business. The political climate has 
left many of us on edge, and some across our country have lost sight of the common ground that binds us. 
We are all looking forward to brighter days. Despite these challenges, I feel we are extremely fortunate to 
be working and living in Lodi. 

There is a deep sense of community that brings us together. And while we may disagree at times on how 
best to grow our grapes, promote our region, or fund our projects there is clearly a unified commitment 
to making Lodi a better place. This was never more apparent than in the wisdom and foresight of those 
visionary growers who came together to create the Lodi Winegrape Commission nearly 30 years ago, 
establishing a foundational infrastructure we continue to build upon and grow.

Our strength is in our numbers – working together, lending a hand, and moving Lodi forward. And each of 
us as individuals has an opportunity to be a part of that effort and make a difference. This year we’ve lost 
a few individuals who made a difference at the Commission and who made great strides for Lodi. Most 
recently, outgoing Commissioner Ed Van Diemen suddenly passed away during harvest. Ed was liked by all 
and brought his quiet wisdom, big smile, and sage advice to the Commission’s activities. When volunteers 
were needed, you could always rely on Ed to show up. 

A former Commissioner, Steve Borra’s eternal optimism and vision led him to establish one of our region’s 
first artisan wineries. It was a tough path, but Steve put “Lodi” on the label and forged ahead. Later, Steve 
would regularly stop by the office to share his thoughts on all things grapes, wine, and tourism. Which was 
not much different than his neighbor Jim Lauchland, who also passed in March. I fondly remember Jim 
calling the office every year to get updates on the Australian harvest and its potential impacts on the Lodi 
grape market, while sharing his insights for the future of Lodi. 

Likewise, Richard “Rip” Ripken played a significant role in Lodi and in the Commission’s foundational 
leadership. Richard served for many years on our Research Committee, bringing his keen interest in 
grape breeding and his amazing scientific mind to the Committee’s efforts towards advancing viticulture. 
His insights and willingness to think beyond what was possible (or even what was known) contributed 
considerably to Lodi’s farming culture today. 

These stories reflect only a few of our great leaders, and surely there are many more. These stellar growers 
are examples of people who directly intersected with the Commission, who were engaged and thoughtful, 
and who helped push our region forward. They and others who have passed this year will be missed, but 
fortunately the next generation is stepping forward to lend their hand. This Summer, we welcomed five 
new, young members to our Board of Commissioners - Scott Armolea, Dirk Heuvel, Joan Kautz, Colton 
Machado and Jaclyn Stokes.  It’s their turn and they are fully engaged, filled with fresh ideas, ready to 
contribute, and have an incredible legacy to build upon.

Even with a level of chaos in the world and new challenges arising weekly, there is something fantastic 
happening here in Lodi. You can feel it when you watch the Lodi Wine Masterclass, when you listen to 
people praise the virtues of our old vines, when you hear Lodi mentioned again and again at conferences, 
when you see the LODI RULES seal on a wine label, or when you drive through our region just after sunrise 
and see the many farmers tending to their fields. On behalf of the staff, we are honored to work with an 
incredible group of growers who care deeply about their community. We look forward to the day when we 
can all come back together and share a delicious glass of Lodi wine!

           Best regards,

           Stuart Spencer, Executive Director
           Lodi Winegrape Commission

DEAR LODI GROWERS,



FALL 2020: LODI WINEGRAPE COMMISSION NEWS            3

Led by award-winning author and speaker, Elaine Chukan Brown, the Commission co-hosted a 
virtual Masterclass with SommFoundation in October 2020. Focusing on innovation and diversity, the 
Masterclass dove deep into Lodi’s terroir, viticulture, and winemaking practices, as well as the cultural 
history of its people. View the Masterclass on the Lodi Wine YouTube Channel.

LODI WINE MASTERCLASS

THE OUTSTANDING, ELOQUENT, AND  
EXPERIENCED GUEST SPEAKERS INCLUDED:
David Akiyoshi (LangeTwins Family Winery & Vineyards)

Markus Bokisch (Bokisch Ranches Inc. and Bokisch Vineyards)

Jay Fletcher, MS (SommFoundation)

Ben Kolber (KG Vineyard Management)

Tegan Passalacqua (Turley Wine Cellars and Sandlands)

Jeff Perlegos (Stampede Vineyard, Clements Hills AVA)

Stuart Spencer (Lodi Winegrape Commission and St. Amant Winery)

Susan Tipton (Acquiesce Winery)

“ ”
I’m overly impressed. Lodi is 
at the top of my list to visit, 
to recommend, and to sell. 

 - Jay Fletcher, 
SommFoundation
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The Lodi Winegrape Commission launched a new holistic marketing program this Fall that targets key 
members of the industry, trade and core wine consumers to elevate the awareness and image of Lodi-
grown grapes and wine. The program builds upon the new Lodi Wine identity debuted in the Spring and 
incorporates a storytelling campaign centered around the people and the place that make Lodi special.

This Fall, the Grower Marketing Committee focused on telling the unique story of Lodi’s old vines through 
an innovative “Save the Old” mini ad campaign. The program is supported by a dedicated website 
(savetheold.com) and targeted public relations initiatives including a virtual tasting and panel discussion of 
old vine wines on November 10th. The campaign is augmented by interactive content via digital and social 
advertising with partners Wine Enthusiast, Vinepair, Wine Business, and others. In addition, the Commission 
is offering “old vine” merchandise for sale in the Lodi Wine Visitor Center and online at lodiwine.com. A 
more in-depth overview of the campaign may be found on lodigrowers.com in the blog post “’Save the Old 
Vines’ Marketing Campaign Highlights Lodi’s Heritage Plantings & Old Vine Wines.”

The Save the Old campaign has generated extensive positive feedback and has attracted international 
attention for Lodi. While we fully understand that our old vines are a fraction of the total acreage under vine, 
the unique story of Lodi’s old vines is attracting new winemakers to the region and elevating the image of 
Lodi on the global wine stage. The Commission will continue the storytelling campaign this Spring, focusing 
on the people and their stories that make Lodi California’s most distinct and innovative winegrowing region.

NEW MARKETING PROGRAM LAUNCHES

Moving forward, it is important to pay close attention to the brands that you are supplying with grapes 
and how their sales are performing in the wine market. It’s equally important to identify potential 
new winery clients that are growing and may need more supply, and to approach them prepared and 
professionally. To that end, please take advantage of the Commission’s new Modern Farmer Series 
Vineyard Tech Sheet program and Storytelling Workshops (see page 10).

COVID not only upended our lives but upended the wine and grape market in ways no one expected. 
Prior to the lockdowns that took effect in March, on-premise sales (restaurants, bars, etc.) comprised 
18% of total wine sales. These channels disappeared overnight, but consumers continued to drink, and 
shifted purchases to supermarkets, online, and warehouse stores that all remained open. The large 
wine companies benefited from this shift because they were better positioned within the channels that 
remained open. These companies also purchase a significant portion of grapes from the Lodi region 
which improved demand this harvest for Lodi grapes. 

There are several key factors that will impact 
supply and demand for Lodi grapes:

THE WINE & GRAPE MARKET

• The smoke impacts from the 2020 wildfires left 
many vineyards on the coast unpicked, which 
in the short-term, stimulated demand for 2019 
and 2020 bulk wine. This came on top of an 
already reported light crop across California 
that saw several wineries looking for additional 
fruit late in season. A few Lodi vineyards 
experienced smoke-related winery rejections, 
but most Lodi vineyards were picked (although 
some at a discounted price). There is a lot we 
don’t know about smoke impacts on grapes 
that will need to be sorted out between 
wineries and growers moving forward.  

• Vineyard removals are continuing at a vigorous 
pace as growers remove older, less productive 
blocks, and in many cases, replace them with 
alternate crops. Unless wineries start offering 
higher prices to keep these vineyards in the 
ground, the trend will continue. Especially 
considering the coming rise in labor costs.  

• The long-term effects of COVID-related 
shutdowns are unclear on the wine market. 
Overall wine sales look to be flat for 2020, but 
how, where, and which wines people  
are purchasing has dramatically shifted.

LODI MARKETING

New Lodi Wine advertisement example.
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EXPANDING VITICULTURE  
RESEARCH IN THE LODI AVA

 
 
Do you have a particular interest in learning more about rootstocks or planting a rootstock trial? You are 
more than welcome to join our new Grapevine Rootstock Research Focus Group, which will follow a path of 
learning and outreach similar to the successful Mealybug Biocontrol and Grapevine Virus Research Focus 
Groups. Contact Dr. Stephanie Bolton for more details: stephanie@lodiwine.com or 336.692.4288 (cell).

WESTERN SARE MEALYBUG  
 BIOCONTROL VIDEO
On August 13th, the Commission premiered an 8-minute video called “Mealybug Biocontrol in California 
Vineyards” which was professionally produced as part of a USDA Western SARE grant project with Michael 
David Winery, Vino Farms, Charlie Starr IV, The Lucas Winery, Bokisch Vineyards, Dr. Kent Daane, and industry 
members. Find it on lodigrowers.com and YouTube!

 
Researchers far and wide are excited to learn alongside Lodi growers and we frequently receive 
collaboration requests. Lodi is a prime AVA for research, with 100,000 acres of diverse vineyards, superb 
farming skills, cooperative farmers with a hunger for learning, and the Commission to act as a liaison for 
setting up trials and outreach as needed.

Over the past few months alone, we’ve worked with scientists from the University of California (UC Davis, 
UC ANR, UC Santa Cruz, UC Berkeley), the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Cornell 
University, NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), the Bragato Institute of New Zealand, and more. Many 
farmers have their own projects going on too (we’d love to hear about these!).

The Commission was thrilled to collaborate with Dr. Katie Gold (Cornell University), Dr. Elisabeth Forrestel (UC Davis), Dr. Rachel 
Meyer (UC Santa Cruz), and several NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) scientists on a hyperspectral imagery research project 
this September. Thanks to Charlie Starr IV, Aaron Lange, Lisa Meline, Maria del Mar Alsina Marti, and the many university staff and 
students/interns who helped make this project possible.

VITICULTURE RESEARCH SPECIALIST
To continue to grow our viticulture research program, we’re thrilled to announce that we are hiring a new 
position at the Lodi Winegrape Commission: a Viticulture Research Specialist. This new hire will help us 
design and collect data for statistically significant, replicated on-farm cooperative research trials across the 
Lodi AVA in major areas of interest to Lodi growers. We anticipate starting with rootstock trials since these 
are long-term pursuits. The Viticulture Research Specialist will work closely with Dr. Stephanie Bolton and the 
Research, Education, & Communication Committee to stay engaged with the Lodi winegrowing community 
and turn research outcomes into timely and relevant education in grower language.

A curious multi-generational crowd watches as Kevin Hill of parabug launches a beneficial insect-releasing drone in our new video, 
“Mealybug Biocontrol in California Vineyards,” which can be found on YouTube.

COLLABORATIONS GAINING MOMENTUM GRAPEVINE ROOTSTOCK  
RESEARCH FOCUS GROUP
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Did you know that the Lodi Winegrape Commission contracts with Western Weather to provide our farmers 
with a custom daily forecast, based upon data from a network of over 35 weather stations located around the 
district? The daily forecast can be accessed online or can be emailed to you around 6:30am each day. You also 
have the ability to call a meteorologist as part of the service! Thanks to the many farmers and companies who 
are hosting weather stations in our region and sharing the data. To sign up for a daily email forecast (which 
includes an extra frost forecast in the Spring), email Matt Wanink (matt@westernwx.com) with the subject  
“Lodi weather forecast emails.” 

There are many opportunities available – both FREE and for a fee. Check out the Local Opportunities page  
on lodigrowers.com under the Education heading for all the details! We plan to re-start our monthly IPM  
network meetings virtually on December 1st with Dr. Kent Daane on the topic of regional pest management 
(see page 12).  

Always a favorite conference for Lodi growers, the Sustainable Ag Expo runs through December 4th and there 
are many, many excellent speakers and topics which you can watch at your convenience. They are offering 
over 15 hours of meeting credits. sustainableagexpo.org 

The Commission office has disposable COVID masks from the San Joaquin Co. Ag Commissioner’s Office and 
COVID safety posters in English and Spanish (a joint program with LDGGA) available for FREE for members of 
the Lodi winegrowing community who need them.  

Mobile COVID testing is available for FREE to our agricultural community (at least through the end of 2020) 
thanks to San Joaquin Co. Clinics and the San Joaquin Co. Ag Commissioner’s Office. There are resources 
to support farm workers with a positive diagnosis so that they can safely quarantine and not spread the virus 
around further. Contact Joan Singson for more information: 209.468.7856.

DAILY WEATHER FORECASTS
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FARMER RESOURCES
If a vineyard has leafroll or red blotch virus and you plan to redevelop the land as a vineyard or with 
another approved crop (way to go – we need more crop rotation and biodiversity!), you may be eligible 
for financial assistance from the USDA Tree Assistance Program (TAP). Read the USDA TAP section in the 
book WHAT EVERY WINEGROWER SHOULD KNOW: VIRUSES (see below) and contact your local FSA 
office for more information (San Joaquin Co.: 209.337.2124 ext. 2; Sacramento Co.: 916.582.6650 ext. 2).

PULLING OUT A VINEYARD THIS WINTER?

WHAT EVERY 
WINEGROWER SHOULD 
KNOW: VIRUSES BOOK
Thanks to American Vineyard Foundation, CDFA PD/
GWSS Board, and Lodi Winegrape Commission funding, 
members of the Lodi Grapevine Virus Research Focus 
Group and experts produced a 138-page book for 
the winegrowing community called WHAT EVERY 
WINEGROWER SHOULD KNOW: VIRUSES. Full of 
pictures and written in grower language, the book 
addresses these topics and more: grapevine virus 
basics, nursery ordering, mealybugs, beneficial insects, 
virus testing, mapping your vineyard, virus spread, 
infected vine removal (including the USDA TAP), local 
case studies, and the sudden vine collapse. Hard copy 
and electronic versions (with educational videos) are 
available while supplies last. Email Dr. Stephanie Bolton 
(stephanie@lodiwine.com) or call 209.367.4727 to get 
your copy.

THE USDA IS OFFERING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO FARMERS UNDER THE CORONAVIRUS 
FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 2 (CFAP 2) THROUGH DECEMBER 11, 2020. We mailed you a letter 
about this program in early October. Contact your local FSA office for more information.  
San Joaquin Co.: 209.337.2124 ext. 2; Sacramento Co.: 916.582.6650 ext. 2

WILDFIRE SMOKE IMPACT
UC Davis has prepared a fantastic smoke impact Q&A sheet, which is available online or at the Lodi 
Winegrape Commission office. We encourage you to have a plan for smoke risk in the future – which may  
include crop insurance, contract language, a testing strategy, and more. We’ll keep you informed of 
educational seminars to help you develop this plan over the Winter. 

”
It is a beautiful book, full of good information and 

illustrated with excellent photographs.
 - Professor, Australia

“
“ ”Very informative and fun to read. This is a great resource.

- Grower, Temecula

LOOKING FOR DPR OR CCA CREDITS?

COVID
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Did you know that the Commission hosts two weekly blogs, where we post articles of interest for you and 
others across the world to connect with our Lodi winegrowing culture? Thousands of people read these 
articles every week.

Most farmers have a trusty canine companion who joyfully rides in the 
truck, chases gophers, and helps check the grapes for optimal ripeness. 
We want to hear your stories about these faithful dogs because, well, 
we could all use some cheering up these days! Do you have a funny 
story or photo of your dog? Did your dog perform a rescue, like Stuart’s 
Dad’s dog did in the example story below? All stories  
are welcome and we will share them via the  
lodigrowers.com blog.  To submit a story,  
email it with a photo (if you have one) to  
stephanie@lodiwine.com or send by mail to  
Stephanie Bolton, 2545 West Turner Road,  
Lodi, CA 95242. Thank you!

CALL FOR “THE FARMER’S DOG” STORIES

THE FARMER’S DOG STORY  
EXAMPLE: BRANDY BY STUART SPENCER
Growing up, we always had a yellow lab around the house. My 
dad, Tim Spencer, loved animals – especially his dogs – and in 
many cases liked them better than most people. For those that 
knew him, you will completely understand. He worked hard, 
running a small medical lab business during the week, and 
doing all his farming on the weekends. Two of the three labs 
we had over the years loved to farm. They would cry incessantly 
if my dad didn’t take them with him to the ranch, and they 
would chase the disc up and down every row until they nearly 
wore their paws off. 

One Saturday, my dad was out at the vineyard replacing broken 
grape stakes. At that time, we used the old square redwood 
stakes, and he was pounding them into the ground with one of 
those tools you had to grab from both sides. It was a long day 
and at one point, he missed, splintering the stake and driving it 
right through his arm instead. He completely passed out, only 
to be awoken a while later by his yellow lab Brandy licking his 
face. She was loyal and protective to the core, and on that day 
she made all the difference and saved his life.

The Lodi Wine blog by award-winning journalist Randy Caparoso began in 2010 and is housed at 
lodiwine.com. The target audience for this blog is wine consumers, although many of our growers 
also enjoy reading the compelling stories about our region – Randy eloquently describes our history 
and offers glimpses into our future, all with gorgeous photographs. Reading Randy’s blog articles will 
help you learn a lot about wine and our region!

ON THE BLOGS
The viticulture-based Coffee Shop Blog, started in 2013, is written by guest contributors and can be 
found at lodigrowers.com. The target audience for this blog is Lodi growers. Sign up to receive email 
notifications about new blog posts by sending an email to Dr. Stephanie Bolton (stephanie@lodiwine.
com) with the subject “coffee shop blog.”

Recent viticulture blog posts from lodigrowers.com include:

ONLINE AIR BLAST SPRAYER CALIBRATION COURSE NOW AVAILABLE. 
by Lynn Wunderlich. September 28, 2020.

LODI GROWERS REDUCE PESTICIDE RISK.  
by Cliff Ohmart, PhD. September 7, 2020.

FARMING WINEGRAPES FOR PRODUCTION. 
by Stan Grant. August 31, 2020.

EFFECTIVELY MANAGING YOUR GROWER & FLC RELATIONSHIP.  
by Amy Wolfe. August 17, 2020.

Recent blog posts from lodiwine.com by Randy Caparoso include:

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF OWN-ROOTED OLD VINES IN LODI. 
November 2, 2020.

LODI BY THE NUMBERS & WHERE IT STANDS AMONG THE REST OF THE WORLD. 
October 8, 2020.

SNOOP DOGG RELEASES AN IMPORTANT WINE, AND IT’S FROM LODI! 
September 10, 2020.

A STRONG CASE FOR LODI TERROIR (PART 1). 
August 7, 2020.
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THE 

MODERN FARMER SERIES

In August, we mailed you an introduction to our new 
profitability outreach program called The Modern Farmer 
Series. We told you about how we started offering 
a service to you, where we work with a professional 
designer to create a Vineyard Tech Sheet (or one-page 
sales sheet) for your vineyard block, which you can 
then share with potential winegrape buyers. Several of 
you have used this service already with great results, 
impressing winemakers and buyers while selling 
uncontracted grapes!  

The goal of The Modern Farmer Series is to empower 
you with tangible tools to help you sell your grapes for a 
profit. The story of your vineyard holds sales-generation 
power that many of you have not tapped into yet. We 
teamed up with Dr. Lisa Cantrell, a professional storyteller 
who has spent hours getting to know our needs. She 
works magic to pull out an attractive story from what 
begins as facts.

YOU ALL HAVE AN INTERESTING STORY.

We hosted our first workshop, “How to Tell Your Farming Story to Winegrape Buyers,” on August 20th 
and will host more workshops throughout the next few years. These are small workshops (up to 10 
growers) in a virtual format for now.

DEC
08
9 - 11 AM
HOW TO TELL YOUR 
FARMING STORY TO 
WINEGRAPE BUYERS 
WORKSHOP

There’s something  
happening here.

HOW TO TELL YOUR FARMING STORY  
TO WINEGRAPE BUYERS WORKSHOP
VENUE Online via GoToMeeting.     
COST FREE for Lodi AVA growers.

SPEAKER Lisa Cantrell, PhD, Founder of Capital Storytelling and 
Sacramento State Professor.
 DESCRIPTION Storytelling is a skill needed in sales. As part of The Modern 
Farmer Series, the Lodi Winegrape Commission is committed to helping 
our farmers tell their winegrowing stories – especially to buyers. This 
interactive online workshop will help to pull the stories we know you have 
out of you and onto your new Vineyard Tech Sheet.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED (open to Lodi AVA growers). Email  
stephanie@lodiwine.com to check availability as space is limited to  
10 growers.

LODI RULES FOR SUSTAINABLE 
WINEGROWING CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

The LODI RULES program continues to 
see tremendous growth, with over 56,000 
acres enrolled in the program in 2020. As of 
October, 260 acres in the Rattlesnake Hills 
AVA of Washington State became LODI 
RULES certified! Congratulations to all of 
our LODI RULES growers who work hard 
to share their commitment to sustainable 
winegrowing. It is fantastic to see so 
many LODI RULES Certified Green signs 
throughout our region and the program 
regularly draws a lot of attention to Lodi, 
showcasing our innovative leadership and 
commitment to responsible care of the 
land, water, and people.

To consider applying for the 2021 LODI 
RULES certification year or for any other 
LODI RULES inquiries, contact Dr. Stephanie 
Bolton: stephanie@lodiwine.com or 
336.692.4288 (cell). The 2021 certification 
year runs from post-harvest 2020 through 
harvest 2021, with applications and fees  
due in February 2021.  
lodigrowers.com/standards/

DEC
10
9 - 11 AM
HOW TO TELL YOUR 
SUSTAINABLE  
FARMING STORY  
WORKSHOP

There’s something  
happening here.

HOW TO TELL YOUR SUSTAINABLE  
FARMING STORY WORKSHOP
VENUE Online via GoToMeeting.

COST FREE for LODI RULES certified sustainable growers.

SPEAKER Lisa Cantrell, PhD, Founder of Capital Storytelling and 
Sacramento State Professor.
 
DESCRIPTION Storytelling is a skill needed in sales. Many growers find 
it difficult to describe sustainability in a nutshell and/or in a way that is 
attractive to buyers. This interactive online workshop will help you craft 
your personal sustainability story so you can easily and honestly answer the 
question, “What does sustainability mean?”

REGISTRATION REQUIRED (open to LODI RULES certified growers).  
Email stephanie@lodiwine.com to check availability as space is limited to  
10 growers. 
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You may have thought to yourself once or twice: “What does the Commission do for me?” It’s undoubtedly 
a fair thought. The wise and dedicated leaders in our community think differently: “What can I do to help 
the Commission move our region forward?”

We are so grateful to live in a winegrowing region where our people believe in teamwork. We would 
never accomplish anything significant without the countless volunteer hours put in by Board members, 
Committee members, Research Focus Group members, meeting hosts, and other volunteers who guide 
the activities of the Commission on a daily basis. Thank you!

Here’s a sneak peek of a new book we’re working on to make sure you know about the many opportunities 
and resources available to you through the Lodi Winegrape Commission – and how to access them. 

COMING SOON...20 WAYS 
TO GET THE MOST VALUE OUT OF YOUR 
COMMISSION: GROWER EDITION BOOK
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MORE 

UPCOMING EVENTS

DEC
01
8 - 9:30 AM
CD11 LODI IPM  
NETWORK BREAKFAST 
MEETING

There’s something  
happening here.

CD11 LODI IPM NETWORK BREAKFAST MEETING
 
VENUE Online via GoToMeeting.

COST FREE, everyone welcome. 

SPEAKER Kent Daane, PhD, UCCE.

TOPIC The Efficiency of Areawide IPM – A Mealybug Example.

CREDITS 1.5 hrs (DPR – OTHER) applied for.

DESCRIPTION Dr. Kent Daane will share new data on the efficiency of 
regional mealybug management, update us on the BIFS grant project 
pheromone mating disruption trials, and will answer our questions.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED Contact the Lodi Winegrape Commission by 
email (info@lodiwine.com) to get the registration link.01A SENSE OF 

COMMUNITY

02FOUNDATIONAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE

03EDUCATIONAL 
OUTREACH

04MARKETING & PROMOTION 
FOR THE REGION

05NETWORKING 
EVENTS

06CUSTOM WEATHER  
FORECASTING

07CONNECTION  
TO RESOURCES

08VINEYARD 
AGRITOURISM

09TELLING THE 
LODI STORY

10PEST & DISEASE 
MANAGEMENT

11WEEKLY WINE & 
VITICULTURE BLOGS

12INDUSTRY EXPOSURE  
& REPRESENTATION

13LODI RULES SUSTAINABLE 
WINEGROWING CERTIFICATION

14VINEYARD TECH SHEETS  
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15SOCIAL MEDIA 
ENGAGEMENT

16COMMITTEE &  
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17COLLABORATIVE 
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Pruning a trellised vineyard in the Mokelumne River AVA, by Randy Caparoso.

Starting on December 16th, the Commission will host weekly Winter Wednesday Pruning Seminars from 
2:30 – 4pm outdoors in a vineyard, weather permitting. The locations and experts will vary. We welcome 
beginner through advanced pruning enthusiasts to attend the seminar which matches with their interests. 
Throughout the Winter, we will focus on different vineyard systems (for example, hand-pruned old gobelet 
head-trained vines, high wire box pruned vines, etc.). These seminars, along with all other events, will 
always be posted at lodigrowers.com on the Local Opportunities page under the Education heading. 

Contact Dr. Stephanie Bolton for more information, to suggest a pruning system focus, to offer a vineyard 
as a demo, or to register for a seminar: stephanie@lodiwine.com or 336.692.4288 (cell). Space is limited to 
12 growers per seminar, plus one viticulture student. Masks and social distancing required for participation.

WEEKLY HANDS-ON  
PRUNING SEMINARS

WEDNESDAYS
2:30 - 4PM



LODI WINEGRAPE COMMISSION 
2545 West Turner Road
Lodi, CA 95242

This newsletter and previous 
newsletters can be downloaded from 
our website: LODIGROWERS.COM

MISSION:  
To empower all Lodi Crush District 11 
winegrowers and serve their common 
interests to enhance the profitability 
of winegrape production through 
promotion, research, and education.

LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH
TO SIGN UP  
FOR OUR  
LODI GROWER  
E-NEWSLETTER,  
simply send an  
email to  
stephanie@lodiwine.com 
with the subject “Lodi 
Grower e-Newsletter.”  

NEED TO UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION? 
Moved? Need to add a new family member to the mailing list? Call 
our office at 209.367.4727 (8am – 5pm; Monday – Friday) or email 
info@lodiwine.com to update your contact information. 

LODI GROWER E-NEWSLETTER
Over 900 people receive our Lodi Grower e-Newsletter via email to 
keep up with news, events, opportunities, blog articles of interest, 
and more. At the bottom of the email is a Calendar full of upcoming 
learning and networking opportunities. As we are not a big fan of 
getting too many emails ourselves, we make sure to only send an 
email when there is something important to share.


