
 

GBA Coordinating Committee Meeting 
August 12, 2015 – 10:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

California Water Service Company, Conference Room 

1602 East Lafayette Street, Stockton, California 
 

 

 

‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ Agenda Topics ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ 
 

 

A. Mokelumne WISE Update (See Attached) 

B. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act – Facilitation and Governance 

Future Agenda Items: 

 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) 

 Geotechnical Services RFQ 

 
 

The next regularly scheduled GBA Coordinating Committee meeting is  

September 9, 2015, 10:15 a.m. 
 

Agendas and Minutes may also be found on the GBA Website at: 

http://www.gbawater.org 
 

Note:  If you need disability‐related modification or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting, please 

contact Water Resource Staff at (209) 468‐3089 at least 48 hours prior to the start of the meeting. 



1 
 

 
            Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Basin Authority 

Coordinating Committee Meeting Summary 
Wednesday, July 8, 2015 

 
 
 

Follow-up Items: 
 Discussion on data needs to develop building blocks for water budget 
 Provide sample of MokeWISE support resolution 
 Provide bulleted list of contents of MokeWISE Implementation Plan 

 
A.  Mokelumne WISE Update: 
Mr. Nakagawa provided an overview of the MokeWISE program to date.  The process was 
formally underway with a receipt of a Prop 84 Interregional Planning Grant, which was the only 
interregional planning grant awarded in the state.  The GBA and Upper Mokelumne Regional 
Watershed Authority (UMRWA) split the cost of grant preparation.  There was an extensive list 
of stakeholders who participated at some level in the process.  
 
Mr. Nakagawa said the process was quite involved as there was substantial involvement of 
environmental interests.  As a result of approximately 22 months, the group developed an 
Implementation Plan. 
 
After thorough vetting, list of potential Upper and Lower Watershed projects as well as regional 
projects were included in the plan.  It should be underscored these are potential projects that 
would require further consideration based on their own merits and would need to undergo 
standard legal review and public processes to proceed beyond the initial project concept phase.  
The projects enumerated are more “study-oriented.”  For example, building new or expanded 
surface water storage is not on the list, but a study of such a project is on the list.   
 
There is an “Interest Statement” section which contains comments from stakeholders that do not 
enjoy support by the larger group. 
 
Mr. Nakagawa said “Step One” is to form a structure for implementation. The recommendation 
is the GBA and UMRWA sign an MOU designating each as the lead agencies for soliciting, 
securing, and administering project funding.   
 
“Step Two” is to develop and formalize a stakeholder group and supporting protocols for 
decision-making during the implementation of projects.   
 
“Step Three” is to identify and secure funding for project implementation.  The GBA and 
UMRWA would pursue these funding opportunities.   
 
Mr. Nakagawa said there is a need to adopt a resolution showing support for the MokeWISE 
Program.   After discussion, it was determined staff should provide more clarity on what specific 
language needs to be in the resolution.  There is also an opportunity to replace the current 
interregional chapter of the IRWMP with this updated information as the current chapter looks at 
the MokeWISE as something that is going to happen.  The new chapter could include what 
actually happened.    
 
There were comments from participants in the process reflecting that while no single agency or 
stakeholder got everything they wanted out of the process, a good line of communication was 
opened.  Also, up-country interests received assurance that valley interests will be cognizant of 
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up-country concerns in the future and work to address them.  The MokeWISE effort also served 
as an opportunity to develop a list of study-oriented projects that could help define future brick 
and mortar projects. 
 
After discussion, it was requested staff confirm the language that needs to be in the resolution 
and also provide a bulleted list of contents in the Implementation Plan.   
   
B. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act – Key Components for Governance: 
Given that little time remained before the close of the meeting, Mr. Mark Williamson provided a 
quick overview of Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Governance options, which 
includes, but is not limited to organization via: MOUs, JPAs, contractual agreements, and 
charters.   
 
Mr. Williamson shared examples from Sacramento, Stanislaus, and Kern demonstrating how 
different basins are considering and drafting governance models.   
 
A distributed handout itemized the basic responsibilities of GSAs as well illustrated different 
models which varied in degree of increased or a decreased sense of autonomy.  Some models 
offer more simplicity in coordination.  However, as the number of GSAs increase within a basin, 
there is a commensurate increase in coordination, layered with additional complexities, which all 
translates to an increase in implementation costs.   
 
Because of time constraints, Mr. Williamson will continue his presentation at a future time.    
 
Next Coordinating Committee Meeting:  Wednesday, August 12, 2015. 
 
Submitted by:   
Carolyn Lott, Senior Facilitator, Principal Carlon Consulting 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-__ 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE EASTERN SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY 

GROUNDWATER BASIN AUTHORITY ADOPTING THE MOKELUMNE WATERSHED 
INTERREGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY EVALUATION PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, the  Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority (“UMRWA”) and the 

Eastern San Joaquin County Groundwater Basin Authority (“GBA”) have joined together to 
pursue completion of the Mokelumne Watershed Interregional Sustainability Evaluation 
(“MokeWISE”) Program, a Mokelumne River watershed-focused interregional water resources 
planning program; and, 

 
 WHEREAS, the UMRWA is a joint powers authority comprised of agencies with water 
supply and water resource management authorities and responsibilities in Alpine, Amador, 
Calaveras, Alameda and Calaveras Counties; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the GBA is a joint powers authority established in 2001 and comprised of 
agencies with water supply and water resource management authorities and responsibilities 
within San Joaquin County; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, water resources originating from the Mokelumne River watershed have 
been and will remain a significant source of the water for people, the environment, and 
agribusiness and provide an invaluable contribution to the economy and public well-being; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Water Resources has provided $878,605 in 
Proposition 84 grant funding in support of developing the $1,258,770 MokeWISE Program; and, 
 

WHEREAS, stakeholder entities representing a diverse set of Upper and Lower  
Mokelumne River watershed interests formed into the Mokelumne Collaborative Group (“MCG”) 
to guide the development of a broadly supported MokeWISE Program which includes projects, 
policies and other initiatives to enhance groundwater management, water supply reliability and 
Mokelumne River natural resources; and, 
  

WHEREAS, the agency’s adoption of the MokeWISE Program is exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15262 and 15306 
because the MokeWISE Program: (1) does not commit the agency to any final course of action 
and involves only planning, assessment and information gathering and study activities for 
possible future actions that the agency has not yet adopted, approved or funded; and (2) will not 
result in the disturbance of any environmental resource. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the GBA hereby 
adopts supports the Mokelumne Watershed Interregional Sustainability Evaluation Program as 
described in the Implementation Plan, based on the following understandings: 
 

 The projects identified in the Implementation Plan are those that are broadly 
supported by the MCG member agencies.  
  

 If projects identified in the Implementation Plan change or are pursued not in 
accordance with the Implementation Plan that continued support by MCG 
members may not continue. 
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 Implementation Plan Projects will, when developed and as applicable, be subject 
to compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act, the National 
Environmental Policy Act, federal Endangered Species Act, California 
Endangered Species Act, and other applicable regulatory and permitting 
requirements. 

 
 Funding to implement MokeWISE Implementation Plan Projects will be sought 

from available funding programs as described in the Implementation Plan. 
  
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this August 12September 9, 2015, by the following vote of the 
Board of Directors of the Eastern San Joaquin County Groundwater Basin Authority, to 
wit:  
 
AYES:  
 
 
NOES:   
 
 
ABSENT:   
 
_____________________________ 
ATTEST: MICHAEL SELLING 
Secretary of the  
Eastern San Joaquin County  
Groundwater Basin Authority 
 

_____________________________ 
CHUCK WINN, Chairman  
Board of Directors of the  
Eastern San Joaquin County 
Groundwater Basin Authority 
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