
Lodi Winegrape Commission

Lodi Wine Country Committee
February 2, 2015 Meeting Minutes
The Lodi Winegrape Commission’s Lodi Wine Country Committee met Monday, February 2, 2015, at 9:00 A.M. at the Lodi Winegrape Commission Conference Room.
The meeting was called to order at 9:03 A.M. 
Roll was called. In attendance were committee members Steve Felten (Klinker Brick Winery), Jon Bjork (Pantheon Cellars), Susan Tipton (Acquiesce Winery & Vineyards), David Phillips (Michael David Winery), Tanya McMahan (Macchia Wines), Lani Holdener (Macchia Wines), Charlene Lange (LangeTwins Winery), Michael McCay (McCay Cellars), Jorja Lerner (Harney Lane Winery), and Jeremy Trettevik (Jeremy Wine Co.). Others present were Kimmberlyn Ogren (Upstream Wines by Watts Winery), Denise Gage (Oak Farm Vineyards), Dan Panella (Oak Farm Vineyards), Annalisa Babich (Oak Farm Vineyard), and Cassandra Durst (Durst Winery). Staff present: Camron King (Executive Director), Stuart Spencer (Program Manager), Sherri Cascaden (Event Coordinator) and Jenny Heitman (Marketing & Communications Coordinator). A quorum was established. 
Meeting minutes (Exhibit A) from the January 5, 2015 meeting were reviewed and approved by the committee. Bjork/McMahan – carried. 
Events – 
Lodi Wine & Chocolate Weekend (February 7 & 8, 2015)
Staff updated the committee on promotions for Wine & Chocolate Weekend to include ticket sales, posters/postcards, and advertising efforts. Total tickets sold are currently 972 (compared to 1,062 tickets sold in 2014 at the same point in time). Promotional efforts include mailing of promotional postcards to a consumer audience (14,000 addresses) the week of January 5, 2015, print advertisements in San Joaquin Magazine (January & February issues), Lavish Living Magazine (January & February issues), Sacramento Magazine (January & February issues), Ardent for Life Magazine (February issue), and Lodi News Sentinel (January 24 & January 31), and radio promotions with Entercom Radio (60 :15 spots on 96.9FM, 106.5FM, and 107.9FM) and Cumulus Radio (36 :15 spots on 95.1FM). Radio promotions will include live mentions as well as ticket giveaways. Unpaid promotions currently include event listings and features in online blogs such as “Wine Food Explorer,” “This is My Happiness,” “Global Travel USA,” and more.  In addition, staff informed the committee that both Good Day Sacramento and News 10 Sacramento were currently scheduled for live interview segments at several Lodi wineries the morning of Saturday, February 7. 
Calendar of Events (Road Shows) – 
The committee discussed the upcoming Boston Wine Expo (BWE) (February 14 & 15, 2015). Staff informed the committee that seven Lodi wineries will be participating. These wineries include Estate Crush, LangeTwins, Oak Farm Vineyards, Klinker Brick Winery, Ironstone Vineyards, Oak Ridge Winery, and Michael David Winery. The committee also discussed Food & Wine Classic in Aspen (June 19-21, 2015). Currently, one exhibitor table is being offered to the region at the rate of $2,800 to $3,000 as an added value to the Winegrape Commission’s advertising agreement with Food & Wine Magazine. The committee will sponsor this table which will be used as a regional exhibitor table where Commission staff will pour a variety of Lodi wines. Online registration for Food & Wine Classic is now open for applications by non-advertising wineries. Several committee members voiced interest in applying to participate at this event. The committee discussed participation at Fort Worth Food + Wine Festival (March 26-29, 2015). Staff informed the committee that the event space for Fort Worth Food + Wine Festival is extremely limited, allowing for a total of 30 wineries to participate on a yearly basis. Due to these space limitations, staff was only allowed to secure a total of three 8-foot tables. Three 8-foot tables will allow for participation from six Lodi wineries total. Staff provided an update to the committee as to the number of Lodi wineries who were currently committed to participating at California Wine Festival, Santa Barbara (July 16-18, 2015) and Northwest Food & Wine Festival, Portland (November 14, 2015). Four Lodi wineries have signed up to participate at California Wine Festival, Santa Barbara and two Lodi wineries have signed up to participate at Northwest Food & Wine Festival, Portland.
Other Business – 
Amgen Tour of California – 
The committee briefly discussed the opportunity to support the City of Lodi in hosting the stage 2 finish of the Amgen Tour of California via sponsorship. David Phillips informed the committee that the local organizing committee for the stage 2 finish in Lodi had begun to call for sponsorship from local businesses. Currently, close to $40,000 had already been committed. The local organizing committee will need to raise $150,000 to $200,000 to support the financial impact the stage 2 finish will have on the city of Lodi. Phillips informed the committee that Lodi wineries could help the local organizing committee by helping to market the stage 2 finish to their wine club members through social media and e-Newsletters and by sponsoring the efforts through monetary donations. It is extremely likely that monetary winery sponsorships will result in an opportunity to pour wines at the Amgen Tour of California Lifestyle Festival which will precede the stage 2 finish in Lodi on Monday, May 11, 2015. 
Wine Fest at AT&T Park (July 24, 2015)
Staff updated the committee as to the number of wineries which had signed up to participate at 2015 Wine Fest at AT&T Park on July 24. To date, five Lodi wineries have committed to participating. There is room for five to eight more wineries to participate. Lodi Wine’s sponsorship of Wine Fest at AT&T Park includes an exclusive tasting event for approximately 2,500 consumers at the stadium before the 7:15PM game featuring the San Francisco Giants and the Oakland A’s. In addition, the sponsorship includes a generous advertising package through the Giants’ media buys. 

Dress Up, Wine Down Fashion Show (May 9, 2015)
Staff informed the committee that Lodi wineries had been offered exclusive participation at “Dress Up, Wine Down” – a tasting during Second Saturday on Capitol Avenue on May 9, 2015. The event is being organized by the Midtown Business Association and there is no cost for wineries to participate. Staff has begun to offer the opportunity to participate at this event to Lodi wineries via the weekly e-Newsletter. To date, three Lodi wineries have committed to participating.  


ZinFest Wine Festival (May 15-17, 2015)
The committee briefly discussed the upcoming 11th annual ZinFest Wine Festival. Staff informed the committee that sponsorship paperwork had been mailed in November of 2014. Winery paperwork will be mailed to all Lodi wineries immediately following Lodi Wine & Chocolate Weekend (February 7 & 8, 2015). Staff informed the committee that the Vintner’s Regatta barrel boat race will return in 2015. 
FY 2014/15 Budget Review
The committee briefly reviewed the current budget for fiscal year 2014/15 (Exhibit B). As of December 31st, winery contributions are 71% of total. This percentage is expected to increase as budget is updated by the committee’s next scheduled meeting on March 2, 2015. Event income is also predicted to increase dramatically with incoming ticket sales for Lodi Wine & Chocolate Weekend (February 7 & 8, 2015) and should be reflected in the budget within the next one to two months. 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, March 2, at 9:00 A.M. at the Lodi Winegrape Commission conference room.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:48 A.M.
Steve Felten

Lodi Wine Country Chairman
