
Lodi Winegrape Commission

Lodi Wine Country Committee
January 5th, 2015 Meeting Minutes
The Lodi Winegrape Commission’s Lodi Wine Country Committee met Monday, January 5, 2015, at 9:00 A.M. at the Lodi Winegrape Commission Conference Room.
The meeting was called to order at 9:08 A.M. 
Roll was called. In attendance were committee members Steve Felten (Klinker Brick Winery), Jon Bjork (Pantheon Cellars), Susan Tipton (Acquiesce Winery & Vineyards), David Phillips (Michael David Winery), and Tanya McMahan. Others present were Kimmberlyn Ogren (Upstream Wines by Watts Winery), Denise Gage (Oak Farm Vineyards), and Cassandra Durst (Durst Winery). Staff present: Stuart Spencer (Program Manager), Sherri Cascaden (Event Coordinator) and Jenny Heitman (Marketing & Communications Coordinator). A quorum was established. 
Meeting minutes (Exhibit A) from the December 1st, 2014 meeting were reviewed and approved by the committee. Bjork/Tipton – carried. 
Events – 
Lodi Wine & Chocolate Weekend (February 7th & 8th, 2015)

Staff informed the committee that ticket sales started on Monday, December 1st. To generate awareness of the beginning of ticket sales, a “Cyber Monday” promotional code for $10 off the advance ticket price of $55 was offered to all online purchasers for 24 hours. A total of 241 tickets were sold using the promotional code. Staff informed the committee that a total of 59 Lodi wineries were signed up to participate in this year’s event. This number is up from 54 wineries in 2014. Staff informed the committee that Brix Chocolate would, for the third year in a row, be sponsoring the complimentary chocolate which event attendees receive. Staff also informed the committee that event promotional posters and postcards were in stock at the Commission office and ready to be distributed in individual winery tasting rooms. 
Calendar of Events (Road Shows) – 
Following a positive response from participating wineries at the Northwest Food & Wine Show in Portland on November 15, 2014, the committee voted to sponsor table fees for the Northwest Food & Wine Show in Portland for the second year in 2015. The committee discussed the upcoming Boston Wine Expo (BWE) (February 14 & 15, 2015). Staff informed the committee that the following eight Lodi wineries are currently committed to participating: H-G Vineyards, Estate Crush, LangeTwins, Oak Farm Vineyards, Klinker Brick Winery, Ironstone Vineyards, Oak Ridge Winery, and Michael David Winery. The committee briefly discussed participation at the Food & Wine Classic in Aspen (June 19-21, 2015). Currently, one exhibitor table is being offered to the region at the rate of $2,800 to $3,000 as an added value to the Winegrape Commission’s advertising agreement with Food & Wine Magazine. The committee agreed to sponsor a regional exhibitor table at this event at which Commission staff will pour a variety of Lodi wines. The committee would like to research cost of hosting a Lodi wine tasting for members of the media and celebrity chefs at a local restaurant during late afternoon or early evening on the dates of June 20th or 21st. The committee briefly discussed participating at Fort Worth Food + Wine Festival (March 26-29, 2015). Staff informed the committee that they were currently communicating with festival organizers about securing a Lodi regional presence at the event. Staff has made several attempts to follow up with festival organizers but – at this point – have not been able to confirm regional participation. Steve Felten volunteered to contact a distributor in Texas to help facilitate discussion regarding a Lodi regional presence at the event. The committee discussed and agreed to sponsor table fees at California Wine Festival, Santa Barbara (July 17-19, 2015). Staff will send out a notice to Lodi wineries via email in the weeks following this meeting. 
Other Business – 
Amgen Tour of California – 
The committee briefly discussed the opportunity to support the City of Lodi in hosting the stage 2 finish of the Amgen Tour of California via sponsorship. David Phillips informed the committee that there may be an opportunity for sponsoring wineries to pour their wines at the Amgen Tour of California Lifestyle Festival which will precede the stage 2 finish in Lodi on Monday, May 11th, 2015. The committee did not agree on a sponsorship amount during this meeting. The committee will continue to discuss opportunities surrounding this event at future meetings. 
Wine Fest at AT&T Park
Staff informed the committee that the Lodi wine region is being offered a partnership with the San Francisco Giants in 2015. This will be the third year in a row that Lodi has been offered this exclusive sponsorship/partnership with the San Francisco Giants. Similar to past events, this partnership will afford Lodi the exclusive sponsorship of a regional tasting event for approximately 2,500 consumers at the stadium before the 7:15PM game. In addition, this partnership will include a generous advertising package through the Giants’ media buys. Staff is currently working with the San Francisco Giants event team to confirm the date of this event. 

Dress Up, Wine Down Fashion Show
The committee expressed interest in partnering with Sacramento’s Midtown Business Association for 2015 “Dress Up, Wine Down” – a tasting during Second Saturday on Capitol Avenue which featured 14 Lodi wineries exclusively in 2014. Staff will contact the Association regarding regional participation and will report findings back to the committee at the next meeting. 
FY 2014/15 Budget Review
The committee briefly reviewed the current budget for fiscal year 2014/15 (Exhibit B). Staff informed the committee that printing/materials and postage for Wine & Chocolate Weekend will be reflected in future budgets. Printing/materials are also expected to increase following a reprint of the LoCA Wine Trail maps in February. Staff informed the committee that the category of contribution income had increased due to incoming winery contributions. 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, February 2nd, at 9:00 A.M. at the Lodi Winegrape Commission conference room.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 A.M.
Steve Felten

Lodi Wine Country Chairman
