Lodi Rules Committee

November 21, 2014
Lodi Winegrape Commission, 2545 West Turner Rd., Lodi, CA  95242

1. Chairman Chris Storm called the meeting to order at 12:16 PM.

2. Roll Call :

	Attended
	First
	Last

	x
	Warren
	Bogle

	
	Lee
	Caton

	x
	Bruce
	Fry

	x
	Stan
	Grant

	x
	Aaron
	Lange

	x
	Stanton
	Lange

	
	Kevin
	Phillips

	x
	Steve
	Quashnick

	x
	Chris
	Storm


Others present – Matthew Hoffman, Stuart Spencer.
3. Minutes of the October 27, 2014 meeting were approved pending correction typo. Stan Grant, Steve Quashnick – Carried.
4. Sustainability Report: Matthew Hoffman gave a brief update on how the Lodi Rules sustainability report is progressing. He recently interviewed Ron McManis, Madelyn Kolber, Joe Cotta, and Kyle and Jorja Lerner to be profiled in the report. These individuals were chosen as a good representation of the diversity of growers and wineries participating in the program and using the Certified Green seal on labels. 

5. December 18 LR grower meeting: On December 18 the committee will host a Lodi Rules grower end-of-year meeting. The event will be held at Oak Farm Winery. The meeting will be an opportunity for Lodi Rules growers to give staff and committee feedback on the certification year and we will introduce the sustainability report and other recent successes enjoyed by the program. This will be the 10th anniversary celebration of the Lodi Rules Program. 

6. Winery chain of custody: Kevin Philips was not able to attend the meeting so he requested Commission staff communicate to the committee his request to reconsider the winery chain of custody audit, which was voted on at the last meeting, on the grounds that an audit would be an impediment to winery adoption and ultimately to the success of the Lodi Rules program. Stuart Spencer presented an alternative to the audit, which would entail a signed agreement between the LWC and all wineries using the Lodi Rules seal and would stipulate that 1) wineries adhere to the branding guidelines, 2) wine composition is at least 85% from Lodi Rules certified vineyards, 3) the LWC retains the right to a winery chain of custody audit, 4) the winery annually provides LWC with information useful for marketing the LR program. Aaron Lange moved, in lieu of the winery chain of custody audit approach, the LWC proceed with steps to implement this agreement approach and that Commission staff will have a draft for committee review at the next meeting. Stanton Lange seconded the motion. The motion passed with unanimous vote. Matthew will prepare the agreement along with branding guidelines and the rest of the information to be included in the winery handbook for committee review at the next meeting. It was also mentioned that the branding guidelines should be reviewed by legal counsel.      

7. Lodi Rules focused LWC board meeting: Stuart Spencer suggested the committee consider giving the LWC board a comprehensive update on the Lodi Rules program, including information about program growth, the sustainability report, and potential strategies for ensuring the program continues to evolve and thrive. Committee members agreed. One of the important items the committee is considering is how to ensure the program thrives amidst other growing certification programs, especially the California Certified Sustainable Winegrowing state-wine program. Aaron Lange reported that the CSWA board may soon be voting to allow a wine bottle label seal. A potential strategy forward for the Lodi Rules is to develop a “California Rules” seal that is not Lodi branded. Another issue that needs to be resolved is that use of the Lodi Rules seal on wines appellate for regions other than Lodi may be illegal because of confusing and contradiction regional claims. This is an issue for wineries making wines from Lodi Rules certified grapes outside of the Lodi AVA. The committee agreed that it is important to have the board’s opinion on such matters because the core function of the Lodi Rules is to benefit Lodi through sustainability marketing. Matthew will speak to Camron to confirm the meeting date and will work with Chris to prepare.  
8. Next meeting set for January 6, 2015, 12:00 PM at the Lodi Winegrape Commission office.

9. Meeting adjourned 2:00 PM.
