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Lodi Winegrape Commission

Meeting Minutes
October 16, 2014
The Lodi Winegrape Commission met on Thursday, October 16, 2014 in the Board Room at Wine & Roses, 2505 West Turner Road, Lodi, CA 95242.
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Ed Van Diemen at 2:05 pm.

Roll was called. In attendance were Vice Chairman Ed Van Diemen, Bruce Fry, John Graffigna, Stanton Lange, Robert Lauchland, and Galen Schmiedt. Alternates present were Lee Caton, John Shinn (acting as Commissioner for Craig Ledbetter) and Craig Watts. Others present were Kathy Diaz-Cretu, ex-officio representing the California Department of Food & Agriculture, REC Chair Charlie Starr and LDGGA President Amy Blagg. Staff present: Camron King, Executive Director. A quorum was established.

Minutes of the August 21, 2014 meeting were approved on a motion by Lange/Schmiedt (Exhibit A). Motion carried.

Financial Report – The Financial Statement and Quarterly reports for September 2014 and Q1 were presented and discussed by Treasurer Galen Schmiedt (Exhibit B). On a motion by Graffigna/Lange, the financial reports were accepted by the board.

Sublease Agreement between CWEF and LWC – no report.  Awaiting revised figures on lease.
Chairman’s Report – no report however, Van Diemen led the board in a discussion and wrap up conversation of the board about what growers saw and experienced during the 2014 harvest and what some might be expecting in the next growing season.
Committee Reports:

Executive Committee – no report
Grower Marketing – no report  
Lodi Rules – no report
Research Education and Communication Committee – Starr reported that Grape Pest Management books and the workshop series is getting ready to get started including continued education credits for growers attending.  At these meetings the committee is using this opportunity to provide any grower interested with Lodi Winegrowers Workbooks.  The committee continues to work on identifying and closing gaps with weather stations and identify ways to make the information more accessible to growers, including development of a Lodi weather app. A grower survey is being developed and will be sent out in late October/November.
Lodi Wine Country Committee – The committee continues to identify and work through the 2015 road show calendar and would like to continue to work to have growers attend these to help carry the Lodi message more strongly.  Also, the committee is working on how to make changes for next year’s Sip Savor Lodi to build off this year’s event.  Wine & Chocolate is scheduled for February 7 & 8, 2014.
Executive Director’s Report – King discussed a number of items from the monthly report he submitted for the board’s consideration (Exhibit C). In addition to the report, the board discussed the need for bylaws and policy review with legal counsel.  The following commissioners expressed interest in helping to review these documents: Fry, Robert Lauchland, Stanton Lange, Galen Schmiedt and Ed Van Diemen.  The board also discussed other opportunities for winegrape marketing including promoting the winegrape listing on lodigrowers.com and developing an available fruit  listing. 
Other Organization Reports:
SJFB – The Farm Bureau is working on a succession planning workshop, CPR/First Aid training, Equipment/Tractor Safety Training and the SJ County Winery Ordinance (up for hearing on 12/9).
LDGGA – LDGGA is hosting a Healthcare Reform meeting on 10/22 at Oak Ridge Winery and the annual Harvest Social on 11/6 at Oak Ridge. Blagg noted that LDGGA will continue to monitor the groundwater discussion following passage of relevant legislation in Sacramento. Blagg noted that the deadline for joining the Water Coalition has passed and paperwork for growers is still coming in.  There will be mandatory meetings for water coalition participation. There are changes and developments at Cal/OSHA to heat illness regs. A new SJ County Agriculture Commissioner has been named and it is Tim Pelican.  
The board went into closed session at 3:35 pm.
The board reconvened in open session at 3:40 pm with no report.

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 20, 2014 at 2:00 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Camron King on behalf of

John Graffigna
Secretary 
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