Lodi Rules Committee

October 27, 2014
Lodi Winegrape Commission, 2545 West Turner Rd., Lodi, CA  95242

1. Chairman Chris Storm called the meeting to order at 12:15 PM.

2. Roll Call :

	Attended
	First
	Last

	x
	Warren
	Bogle

	
	Lee
	Caton

	
	Bruce
	Fry

	x
	Stan
	Grant

	x
	Aaron
	Lange

	x
	Stanton
	Lange

	x
	Kevin
	Phillips

	x
	Steve
	Quashnick

	x
	Chris
	Storm


Others present – Matthew Hoffman, Stuart Spencer, Camron King.
3. Minutes of the July 14, 2014 meeting were approved pending correction typo. Stan Grant, Aaron Lange – Carried.
4. 2014 certification year: Matt gave the committee a summary report of the 2014 certification cycle. Most notably, the program grew to over 30,000 acres certified with about a 3,000 acre increase in out-of-district acres. This was a substantial jump in new acreage compared to past years. It was also worth noting that 2014 was the tenth year of certification. 

5. December 17 LR grower meeting: On December 17 the committee will host a Lodi Rules grower end-of-year meeting. The event will be held at Oak Farm Winery. The meeting will be an opportunity for Lodi Rules growers to give staff and committee feedback on the certification year and we will introduce the sustainability report and other recent successes enjoyed by the program. This will be the 10th anniversary celebration of the Lodi Rules. 
6. Sustainability Report: Matthew Hoffman showed the committee a second cut analysis by Mike Levy of the Lodi Rules data. The Committee recommended adding some measurements of the economic benefits to the region from the Lodi Rules. Aaron Lange suggested that Kevin and Warren share information on the total dollar figure of price premiums paid by their respective wineries to Lodi Rules growers. They agreed. Stuart Spencer and Matt Hoffman will receive the information and integrate it into the report. Stuart Spencer said that the LWC board should review the report prior to it being made public. 
7. CSWA comparison: The committee declined the offer from CSWA to undertake a comparison of the Lodi Rules and the California Certified Sustainable Winegrowing programs, which would have been used to identify differences between the programs and create an abbreviated version of state-wide certification for growers already certified in the Lodi Rules.  

8. Winery chain of custody: The committee continued deliberation about whether or not to implement a winery chain of custody audit. Aaron Lange moved to develop a winery chain of custody auditing system that was simple, efficient, low cost, and minimally burdensome with the goal of maintaining the integrity of the Lodi Rules program. Seconded by Stanton Lange. No votes: Kevin Phillips, Warren Bogle. Yes votes: Aaron Lange, Stanton Lange, Stan Grant, Steve Quashnick, Chris Storm. Kevin Phillips pushed the committee to consider several points when developing the system: all auditing costs to be paid by the Commission, wineries would receive substantial notice prior to audit, only one label will be audited per audit, and the audit cycle be greater than once per year unless a winery fails the audit in prior year. These recommendations were meant to reduce the burden of the audit on wineries. It was noted by several committee members that one concern they share is that a winery chain of custody audit would be burdensome to wineries and thus discourage them from sourcing Lodi Rules grapes and using the seal on their labels. The committee also recognized that a chain of custody audit is important for protecting the reputation and integrity of the Lodi Rules program. Chris Storm suggested that Matt re-send the draft chain of custody outline to the committee. The details will be discussed at the next meeting. Stuart Spencer suggested that Matt Hoffman look into how the SIP program deals with instances when a winery fails a chain of custody audit incase this happens with the Lodi Rules.   

9. Report to the LWC board: The committee agreed that Chris Storm and Matthew Hoffman will give the LWC board a report on recent growth and successes of the Lodi Rules at the next board meeting on November 20. The program has made significant advances within the past few years, including offsetting a sizable portion of its budget with out-of-district fees, and these achievements and the value of the program should be communicated to the board. 
10. Next meeting set for November 21, 2014, 12:00 PM at the Lodi Winegrape Commission office.

11. Meeting adjourned 2:00 PM.
