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Lodi Winegrape Commission

Meeting Minutes
June 19, 2014
The Lodi Winegrape Commission met on Thursday, June 19, 2014 in the Board Room at Wine & Roses, 2505 West Turner Road, Lodi, CA 95242.
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Ed Van Diemen at 2:11 pm.

Roll was called. In attendance were Vice Chairman Ed Van Diemen, John Anagnos, Kevin Delu, John Graffigna, Kris Gutierrez, Ben Kolber, Robert Lauchland, and Galen Schmiedt. Chairman Craig Ledbetter joined the meeting at 2:40 pm. Alternates present were Kendra Altnow, Nick Bokides, Lee Caton, Pieter den Hartog, Richard Lauchland and Craig Watts. Others present were Robert Maxie, ex-officio representing the California Department of Food & Agriculture and LDGGA President Amy Blagg. Staff present: Camron King, Executive Director. A quorum was established.

Minutes of the May 15, 2014 meeting were approved on a motion by Kolber/Anagnos (Exhibit A). Motion carried.

Financial Report – The Financial Statement for May 2014 was presented and discussed by Treasurer Galen Schmiedt (Exhibit B). On a motion by Graffigna/Lauchland, the financial report and was accepted by the board.

FY 2014-15 Budget – the proposed budget for FY 2014-15 was presented by the Executive Director as discussed by the Finance and Executive Committees.  On a motion by Kolber/Schmiedt, the spending plan was approved (Exhibit B).

FY 2014-15 Assessment Rate – The Executive and Finance Committees discussed the assessment rate for the coming fiscal year and recommend maintaining the current rate of .45% for FY 2014-15. On a motion by Schmiedt/Graffigna the assessment rate was maintained at .45%.

The board further discussed the desire to see plans and ideas of what other projects, services and ideas could be considered if the assessment rate was increased in future years.  Staff was directed to develop ideas to bring back to the board at a future meeting.  
Chairman’s Report – nothing further to report.
Committee Reports:

Executive Committee – already provided in budget and assessment discussion.
Grower Marketing – Richard Lauchland reported that the committee is working on new opportunities to reach out to wineries and grape buyers and will begin implementing new quarterly winery e-blasts to keep Lodi grapes top of mind.  The committee will be working on refining the ad buys and plans for the next fiscal year.

Lodi Rules – the committee continues to work on the areas of communicating about the program, marketing fruit to new wineries, licensing issues and developing a tool kit for growers and wineries. There is also discussion about undertaking a review of the Lodi Winegrowers Workbook.
Research Education and Communication Committee – Charlie Starr noted that the work of the committee is largely covered in the executive Director’s report.

Lodi Wine Country Committee – King reported that the committee continues to work on road trips and sharing the Lodi wine story out with consumers through developing a new fall weekend event and other tasting opportunities.

Executive Director’s Report – King discussed a number of items from the monthly report he submitted for the board’s consideration (Exhibit C).
Other Organization Reports:
SJFB – The Farm Bureau is working on water issues including curtailment notices that have gone out, the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program. Also SJFB is working on high speed rail issues and Bokides reported that a new “Fed Up at the Pump” campaign has started to fight the increase in diesel process to fund rail projects. 
LDGGA – LDGGA is monitoring the spray drift issue with nothing new to report – the Ag Commissioner is working on their investigation and many answers are still needed. LDGGA is working on the following legislation: Minimum Wage increase to $11/hour in 2015; Sick Leave legislation; Heat Illness prevention; FLC legislation – joint liability.  LDGGA is co-hosting Harvest Safety Day on July 22 with the LWC. A revised draft of the SJ County Winery Ordinance is expected in mid-July and a water meeting is being worked on, including curtailments, groundwater monitoring and drought emergency regulations.
Election of Directors (Commissioners)
Pursuant to the revised notice posted June 9, 2014, the election of directors (commissioners) can only be discussed and/or acted upon if the Board finds first (by a 2/3 vote, or by unanimous vote if less than 2/3 of the commissioners are present) that there is exists and need to take immediate action.

On a motion by Robert Lauchland/Van Diemen, the board unanimously approved opening the item of Election of Directors (Commissioners) for discussion and action.

King was asked to discuss the situation. King reported that following the distribution of ballots a couple of growers inquired about the eligibility of 2 candidates based upon concurrent employment with other commissioners. This prompted another eligibility review and it was found that the 2 candidates would not be eligible to serve at this time, thus rendering their votes ineligible for tallying and 2 vacancies to develop. King further outlined a number of options provided for in the Food and Agriculture Code and Commission bylaws and policies, as reviewed and recommended by legal counsel.

Following a robust discussion, the board voted on a motion by Anagnos/Graffigna to deem the results of the previous election void and to re-conduct the entire election process starting with re-opening the nomination period and re-enrolling all previously identified eligible candidates. The motion was approved on a vote of 7-0, with Kolber and Gutierrez abstaining.

The board went into closed session at 4:21pm.
The board reconvened in open session at 4:26pm with no report.

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 17, 2014 at 2:00 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:27 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Ben Kolber

Secretary 
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