Lodi Rules Committee

March 17, 2014
Lodi Winegrape Commission, 2545 West Turner Rd., Lodi, CA  95242

1. Chairman Chris Storm called the meeting to order at 1:19 PM.

2. Roll Call –Stan Grant, Steve Quashnick, Chris Storm, Warren Bogle, Bruce Fry. Others present – Matthew Hoffman, Stuart Spencer, Cliff Ohmart, Camron King, Craig Ledbetter.
3. Minutes of the January 15, 2014 meeting were approved. Stan Grant, Bruce Fry – Carried.
4. Protected Harvest data – Matthew Hoffman reported that 50 data release forms have been returned to the committee. Glen Ross, the Lodi Rules intern, will be contacting the remaining growers asking if they had any outstanding questions regarding the data release form and reminding them to return their forms if they wish.
5. Winery outreach – Matthew Hoffman let the committee know that we are moving forward with winery outreach efforts.  Glen Ross is contacting wineries to collect information needed to add a Lodi Rules icon to the Lodi Wine Country Map legend.
6. Sustainability award – Matthew updated committee on the CSWA-led sustainability award, and will update as things progress. Steve Quashnick and Stan Grant voiced their reluctance to partner with CSWA considering that the CCSW program is in direct competition with the Lodi Rules program.  

7. Lodi Rules branding guidelines – Matthew reported that he has been in communication with a potential intern who is interested in developing Lodi Rules branding guidelines. 
8. Eco Services Standard – Matthew reported on the revision of the proposed standard and suggested the committee delay reviewing it until later in the year. Other revision will need to be made regarding health care and nitrogen management, and addressing all revision at the same time is recommended. The committee agreed to postpone the item.
9. PEAS calculator: Several options to create a PEAS calculator were discussed. One option was to have Protected Harvest develop the calculator integrated into the assessment website for a cost of no more than $10,000.  This same calculator could be integrated into lodigrwers.com for a cost of about $12,000. The Committee was not prepared to vote on funding these options because they were not sure that the relatively high cost would provide sufficient return. They suggested other options also be considered at the next meeting. 
10. Expending the Lodi Rules to other regions – The idea of expanding the Lodi Rules to be branded for other regions (i.e. Sonoma Rules, Clarksburg Rules) was discussed. Overall, the committee members agreed that this is the direction the program needs to go in order to stay competitive. Steve Quashnick and Stan Grant noted that it is imperative that Lodi Winegrape Commission maintains ownership of the program and that there is a clear economic or other benefit to Lodi growers if the program is growing to grow in this way. The committee agreed that Sonoma is a logical region to approach regarding this expansion given the Sonoma Winegrape Commission’s recently launched campaign for 100% sustainable by 2018. Craig Ledbetter noted that he is personally aware of growers in Sonoma weighing the different programs against one another. Stuart suggested that instead of a licensing fee for use of the X Rules brand and the current ($3/acre) out-of-region acre certification fee, raising the out-of-region acre certification fee would be more streamlined. Camron King will contact the Sonoma Commission to broach the subject. Camron King, Stuart Spencer, and Matthew Hoffman will begin drafting branding guidelines, which the committee agreed will be very important if the program goes this way.
11. Other business: Bruce Fry shared with the committee news that the Sonoma Ag Commissioner has used selected practices from the Code of Sustainable Winegrowing as a benchmark for erosion regulation proposed by Regional Water Quality Control Board. Bruce stated that this is exactly what growers have feared about sustainable winegrowing standards being used as templates for designing regulation. Bruce also told the committee that Walmart’s sustainability index could potentially be problematic for winegrower growers because they are burdensome and not relevant. 
12. Next meeting set for April 18, 2014, 12:00 PM at the Lodi Winegrape Commission office.

13. Meeting adjourned 2:00 PM.

