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Lodi Winegrape Commission

Meeting Minutes
February 27, 2014
The Lodi Winegrape Commission met on Thursday, February 27, 2014 in the Cellar Room at Wine & Roses, 2505 West Turner Road, Lodi, CA 95242.
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Craig Ledbetter at 2:05 pm.

Roll was called. In attendance were Chairman Ledbetter, John Anagnos, Kevin Delu, John Graffigna, Kris Gutierrez, Bob Lauchland, Galen Schmiedt, Ed Van Diemen. Todd Williams was acting commissioner for Ben Kolber. Alternates present were Kendra Altnow, Nick Bokides, Lee Caton, Pieter den Hartog, David Simpson, and Craig Watts. Others present were Kathy Diaz-Cretu, ex-officio representing the California Department of Food & Agriculture. Staff present: Camron King, Executive Director and Stuart Spencer, Program Manager. A quorum was established.

Minutes of the January 16, 2014 meeting were approved on a motion by Van Diemen/Graffigna (Exhibit A). Motion carried.

Financial Report – The Financial Statement for January 2014 was presented and discussed by Treasurer Galen Schmiedt (Exhibit B). On a motion by Graffigna/Gutierrez, the financial report was accepted by the board.

Chairman’s Report – Ledbetter reported that he had attended the Boston Wine Expo and media visits in New York City in middle February and was very pleased with the reception the Lodi story and Lodi wines received.  There were a number of appointments set up with different writers and media outlets and with each the Lodi story surprised them. In Boston, it was valuable to have the grower perspective to complement the wine story and the interaction is valuable in telling the overall story.  More growers should take the opportunity to be involved in some of these trips.
Committee Reports:

Grower Marketing Committee – The committee will be meeting soon. The spring campaign will be launching in the next month with new videos, print ads and digital elements to keep the campaign fresh and interesting.  The engagement with the campaign continues to be strong and is making a difference in terms of Lodi recognition with trade and consumers.
Research, Education, Communication – The REC committee be meeting soon and has 2 upcoming breakfast meetings/tours: 1) UCD winery tour on 3/4 and 2) a Vision Robotic Pruning demonstration on 3/11.
Lodi Rules – The committee will be meeting on 3/17.
Lodi Wine Country – the committee continues to work on road show events and opportunities to showcase Lodi’s wines in different markets.  A new “Wines of Lodi California” marketing brochure has been produced which provides consumers a highlight of the region and information about our vineyards and wines. The committee also evaluated Wine & Chocolate and continues to discuss the fall consumer event.
Executive Committee – The Executive Committee met with the CWEF Board of Trustees to discuss cost sharing on the Wine & Visitor Center refresh and other opportunities for developing programs to benefit growers. Staff will be meeting with the designers and contractors on the refresh project.
Executive Director’s Report – King discussed a number of items from the monthly report he submitted for the board’s consideration.
Other Organization Reports:
SJFB – The Farm Bureau has been working on BDCP and continues to collect $ for a media campaign in Southern California. Three of the local farm centers will be participating in the Economic Impact Study by providing a contribution.  A couple of important meetings and dates are coming up: 3/12 Irrigated Lands hearing at the Water Board, 3/17 Spray Safe, 3/19 Ag Day at the Capitol  and 3/29 Scott Hudson’s retirement reception.
LDGGA – The Association is going to help fund the Economic Impact Study with a $5000 contribution. LDGGA is holding a grower meeting on 3/13 at 10 am at Oak Ridge with Nat DiBuduo and a report on ag crime. LDGGA members participated in the CAWG Day in the Capitol at the end of February and covered the PD referendum, water issues and minimum wage legislation.
The board went into closed session at 3:20 pm.
The board reconvened in open session at 3:35 pm.

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 17, 2014 at 2:00 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Camron King on behalf of 

Ben Kolber

Secretary 

[image: image1.jpg]