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WHY YOU SHOULD PAY ATTENTION:

It only takes one.



Before last fall, I knew 
absolutely nothing 
about mealybugs and 
didn’t care to.

I’m not even 
sure what a 
mealybug is 

exactly.



The Lodi growers kept 
talking about 
mealybugs, and some 
really smart people 
showed me how to 
search a vineyard for 
parasitized mealybugs. 
It was fun.



Now I am texting every 
person I know with the 
slightest interest in science 
about parasitized  mealybugs.



1. Look for ants and/or wet 
trunks.

2. Look underneath the leaves.



YouTube:  Anagyrus wasp parasitizes a mealybug.

https://youtu.be/BQaWbDFxzyE
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GRAPEVINE 
LEAFROLL 
DISEASE

• Costs the grower money

• Delays sugars & ripening

• Decreases vineyard life span

• Decreases photosynthesis

• Decreases winegrape quality
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HOW TO BE SMART ABOUT MEALYBUGS

STEP ONE.  
Educate 
yourself and 
your crews.

1

Google: biokids vine mealybug
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STEP TWO.  
Keep your good 
bugs alive.

2

STEP THREE.  
Control the 
ants.

3

STEP FOUR.  
Don’t spread 
them with 
equipment.
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PHOTO: Kent Daane

Anagyrus wasp
Cryptolaemus
beetle (adult)

Cryptolaemus
beetle (larvae)

bioresources.com

https://youtu.be/8bgnCW9xdXk


I brought you a copy. 
You’re welcome.

Good insects delay 
pesticide resistance.
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AFTER MIXING WITH 

ANT BAIT, DO NOT

APPLY TO YOUR 

VINEYARD FOR 

EFFECTIVE ANT 

CONTROL
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HOW TO BE REALLY REALLY
SMART ABOUT MEALYBUGS

STEP FIVE.  
Trap for 
mealybugs.

1

STEP SIX.   
Use       
mating 
disruption.

2

STEP SEVEN.  
Keep 
application & 
effect records.

3

STEP EIGHT.  
Host a 
neighborhood
work group.

45 6 7 8
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Education

Videos, 
Presentations, & 
Handouts

Local 
Opportunities
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