Lodi Rules Committee

January 6, 2014
Lodi Winegrape Commission, 2545 West Turner Rd., Lodi, CA  95242

1. Chairman Chris Storm called the meeting to order at 12:12 PM.

2. Roll Call :

	Attended
	First
	Last

	
	Warren
	Bogle

	x
	Lee
	Caton

	x
	Bruce
	Fry

	x
	Stan
	Grant

	x
	Stanton
	Lange

	x
	Kevin
	Phillips

	x
	Steve
	Quashnick

	x
	Chris
	Storm

	
	
	


Others present – Matthew Hoffman, Stuart Spencer, Madelyn Kolber, Aaron Shinn
3. Minutes of the November 21, 2014 meeting were approved. Stan Grant, Steve Quashnick – Carried.
4. Sustainability Report: Matthew Hoffman gave a brief update on how the Lodi Rules sustainability report is progressing. He, Camron, and Stuart will meet with the graphic designer to discuss report layout on January 15th. Steve Quashnick requested that the report be ready for committee review by the next meeting. 
5. December 18 LR grower meeting: Matthew reported that the Dec 18 meeting was at success. About 30 people attended. One of the outputs from this meeting was Cliff Ohmart writing a column in Wines and Vines on the Lodi Rules and its recent accomplishments. In particular, several attendees commented that the “Lodi Rules by the numbers” report was interesting, especially the bonuses paid to growers. 
6. Committee membership: Aaron Shinn and Madelyn Kolber attended the meeting and expressed interest in joining. Both Madelyn and Aaron introduced themselves and shared their experience and background with the Lodi Rules. Steve Quashnick recommended to the committee that both Madelyn ad Aaron be invited to officially join the committee. Stuart stated that prior to adding them to the committee LWC staff needs to review the bylaws and make sure adding them would not exceed any membership limit. Aaron Lange resigned from the committee. 
7. PEAS units issue: Madelyn Kolber mentioned that some of the units in the LEAS list need to be changed from oz to fl oz. She and Matt will meet to discuss and correct.  

8. Winery chain of custody: The committee reviewed and edited the bullet points outlining the function of the forthcoming chain of custody agreement document. Committee input was integrated into the working bullet points and is presented below. These points will be used by Commission staff and legal counsel to develop the agreement document. A draft of the agreement document will be reviewed by the committee at the next meeting. Committee members suggested that the final document not exceed two pages for the purpose of brevity. Matthew Hoffman suggested that the agreement be accompanied by a cover letter that states the content of the legal document in lay terms so to reduce the effort of interpretation. It was agreed that this agreement should be completed and put into place for the 2015 vintage.  
Main features of the Lodi Rules chain of custody agreement: 

· The agreement will be between the Lodi Winegrae Commission and all bonded wineries making wine from Lodi Rules certified grapes and printing the Lodi Rules seal on wine labels.

· The agreement will be evergreen and is valid in perpetuity. 

· Agreement will stipulate that all wines bearing the Lodi Rules seal must

· contain at least 85% wine made from Lodi Rules certified grapes

· and keep chain of custody documents demonstrating the wine meets this minimum composition requirement,

· The Lodi Winegrape Commission retains the right to conduct a third-party chain of custody audit at any time. In the case of an audit, wineries will be given prior notice.
· Agreement that use of all Lodi Rules trademarked materials (name and seal) will abide by the Lodi Winegrape Commission’s Lodi Rules branding guidelines.

· Agreement to complete the Lodi Winegrape Commission’s annual Lodi Rules production questioner, which collects production information of wines bearing the Lodi Rules seal. All information collected by the questioner will be confidential, reported in aggregate, and used only for marketing purposes. 

· The agreement document needs to include a statement that the Lodi Rules seal and name are trademarked and property of the Lodi Winegrape Commission and improper use of the trademarked material is unlawful. 

9. Next meeting set for February 9, 2015, 12:00 PM at the Lodi Winegrape Commission office.

10. Meeting adjourned 2:00 PM.
